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ROHNERT PARK, CA – On 09/07/17, at approximately 12:33pm, Rohnert Park officers responded to the Burger King 
located at 5020 Redwood Dr. in Rohnert Park for a man reporting that three subjects just took his Jeep Cherokee at 
knifepoint.  Officers on scene arrived and contacted the victim, who said the subjects who took his vehicle were 
acquaintances but he only knew them by their first names or street name.  He told officers had just met up with the 
male and two females at Graton Casino and gave them a ride to Burger King to get food, where he waited in the car 
while they went inside.   
 
The victim said the three came back out of the restaurant and started yelling at him to let them use his car, but he told 
them no.  He said the male suspect then pulled out a knife told him he was going to kill him, then slashed at him with 
the knife but missed.  The victim said he ran from the car, and the three suspects got into his Jeep and drove away.  
Detectives responded to assist with the investigation, and viewed the surveillance video from inside Burger King with 
the victim where he was able to point out the three suspects.  A broadcast was sent out to surrounding law 
enforcement agencies with a description of the vehicle and of the suspects.  The victim said the suspects were also 
known to frequent motels in Santa Rosa, and the Northwest Community Park on West Steele Ln.   
 
Detectives requested Santa Rosa Police check Northwest Community Park for the vehicle and suspects, and at 
approximately 2:14pm a Santa Rosa Officer saw the stolen Jeep pull into a parking stall in the park with the three 
suspects and a fourth subject inside.  All four were subjects were detained by Santa Rosa Officers, and Rohnert Park 
Officers and Detectives responded to take over the investigation.  Detectives attempted to locate the victim at the 
casino since he did not have a phone, but were unable to locate him.   
 
The driver of the victim’s Jeep was identified as 30 year old Athena Gorell of Sebastopol.  The male who pulled the 
knife on the victim was identified as 36 year old Emmanuel Corzola Mejia of Santa Rosa.  The second female suspect 
initially provided a false name and date of birth to the Detective, and she was eventually determined to be a 16 year 
old runaway out of Los Angeles.  The three suspects were still wearing the same clothing as seen in the surveillance 
video.  The fourth subject was determined to be uninvolved, so he was released.   
 
Based on the investigation it appears the victim and suspects had been hanging out together, and the dispute started 
because the suspects wanted to go to Santa Rosa to sell marijuana that was found in the Jeep but the victim did not.  
Corzola Mejia was arrested for Carjacking and Assault with a Deadly Weapon, and he was booked into the Sonoma 
County Jail where he is being held on $100,000 bail.  Gorell was arrested for Carjacking, Possession of a Meth Pipe, 
as well as outstanding arrest warrants, and she was booked into jail where she is being held on $155,000 bail.  The 
juvenile suspect was arrested for Carjacking and Providing False ID, and she was booked into Juvenile Hall. 
END. 


